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By CONSTANCE MURRAY, GREENE

LESLIE BURTON BLADES iad just
interviewed by-- a brilliant

woman when I talked' with him. I got
him on the rebound. It is doubtful if he
will ever again give such an interview as.

he gave that woman. Every now and then'
he would chuckle' appreciatively. At first
Jet myself go so far as to think that we
lad something in common,- - tlwt he was
enjoying me, in other words', Tiut when I
pinned him down it "was always the other
woman. So' I ifecided to5 confine mjself
to facts and here they 'are.

Blades is tall, fair and gay and he has
been blind for eighteen of his twenty-seve- n

years. The same dauntless spirit
which prevented his taking a dare as a
small hoy and made him light the giant
firecracker that TjIcw off parts of three
most' fingers on his right band at
the same tuLc that it took his right, is
with him yet. The things he likes best are
skalnig, swimming, Edgar Lee Mastcrs's
poetry, New York and writing. He writes
on an' average one short "story a week and
occasionally a novel s'ips from his pen,
which pounds easy, but Mr. Blades con-

fessed that he rewrote the beginning of
Claire ten times before he was satisfied.

Claire, which has just made its debut, is
his firsj published ncvel, although he has
written another and is at work on a third.
He has given Claire a' blind hero and a
great deal of his own pliilosophy of life.
The end had to be rewritten for the serial
publication because the editor felt that
a struggle in which a lady and a meat
knife and a gentleman who was in her
way formed the blood and thunder com-

bination might damage the reputation of
his magazine. Not so the book, which he
frankly intended for a best seller and has
no reputation so far. Mr. Blades dis-

claims any higher aim for the book than
material success, which impresses me as
being a bit of charmingly good taste be-

cause he knows of course what its high
and certain message will be to others. '
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Off
with the untamed

with Bart, the wolf-do- g;

with Satan, the black
stallion; with the wild-gees- e

flying south; with
Dan Whistling Dan
lord of this mysterious
company, a young god of
the wilderness and ro-

mance, uncdnquered, into
the lawless realm of
blood-stirrin- g Western
adventure, into the wilds
with the lone-ride- rs and
a hero laughing at fear,
tricking death and win-
ning the woman he loves.

Follow the haunting call of
Whutlinc Dan and lote
yourself in tha paces of

The
Untamed
By MAX BRAND

At all tooktrUer: tl.tf ntt.
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After Blades refused to lake the dare
he was sent to the Colorado State School
for the Blind,, where Ik studied for six
years. Then, his family, in the delicate
words of the; publicity men, "lost their
all" and the boy was thrown upon his
own resources. He undertook to put him-

self through college and succeeded just
as he new succeeds in selling everytliing
he writes. You can't help losing a little
breath at his courage. But perhaps this
wasn't any more daring than it is now for ,

him to go about the streets of New York
alone on four months acquaintance. .

"T had a scholarship a, Colorado Col-

lege and was making my own living," ho
said. "I was getting along splendidly un-

til I got tangled up in the annual Freshman-So-

phomore fight, took a pretty prom-
inent part in it, in fact. They told me
that a scholarship man was supposed to

be on the side of the faculty and not the
students. I left.-- '

"Wasn't that almost too desperate of
yon J" I asked, and quite as obviously,
"How did you darct"

"Oh, I never take rnything seriously,''
he laughed. "I entered tho Theological
Seminary at the University of Oregon and.
preached for two years, but I made no .

converts and.was finally dropped from tho
church for radicalism. There was nothing -

particularly individual about this, as it i
was happening all the time. The differ-

ence was that the other students became
liberals.' I believe mine was the only case
where the offender was actually expelled
from tho ehurch. I had been giving music
lessons, mostly to preachers who wanted
to learn to play hymns. Of course it was
a bore. But I used to liave a lot of fun
on my trips through the country. The
elders of the churches would chew tobacco
while I was preaching, thinking I couldn't
see. I couldn't, but I knew they were
chewing. However, as I was in the habit
of stealing behind the church for a smoke
before and after service, I didn't com-

plain.
AI took my degree at the University of

Oregon, bat I never called for it and I
guess it's still at the registrar's office.
You have to pay $10 for a degree. I
taught for a time in the English depart-
ment and squandered my money and when
summer came I discovered that I was dead
broke. I had made it a rule never to call
on my family for money and so I Bold

papers in San Francisco. I had to work
pretty hard. First I would sell from
seven in the morning to nine at night with
no rest or food, and again from ten to two
the next morning. I don't rappose I
smroded typical as newsboy. I jnst called
out anything I thought of, but I made
money and' after two weeks I stopped
work and began to squander it again. My
boss felt worse than I did. He made a
half cent on every paper, while I made
only a quarter of a cent."

I wanted to know how long it would
fake to squander two weeks' carnings as a
newsboy.

' "It dw-n- 't cost much to sail back' and
forth along the California coast on
tramps," Mr. Blades assured me. "That's
what I did and I had a fine summer with
all the money I wanted. But the best
summer I ever had was back in the early
days which being interpreted means 1917
when I was writing for the Los Angeles
Tribune. I roamed about southern Cal-

ifornia, sleeping on the sand, swimming
and fishing, and all the while I was writ-

ing articles' telling the, people that what
they needed was Red Blood more out of
doors, ft was during this time that the
inspiration for Claire came to me the
opening scene where the girl and the blind
man. are shipwrecked. I know how it
would feel to be shipwrecked. I used to
think about it as I swam about alone.''

I ended our talk by asking Mr. Blades
if he thinks such a woman as Claire, she
of the meat, knife, really exists.

"I do think she exists. I know she ex.
ists," be said. "I know Claire."

Come backl In reviewing Claire for
Books and the Bool: World Mr. Frank M.
O'Brien had remarked that the author had
not judged it worth while to interpolate in
his novel an explanation of how blind
men take long' walks. Well,, then, Mr.
Blades wishes to give an explanation on
behalf of all the blind men in the world
as to bow they are able to take long coun-
try walks and do all the things we marvel
at. "People who sec," he says, "spend
a good part of their time looking" at their
feet. If they don't they fall down. Blind
people just use human intelligence if,
they have it. If," hey haven't (h'ey

cW( wtIk,.aBd tbesec the rest of ihej ;
ezetted race understands" it 'the better!"

DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & CO- -

... NEW SPRING BOOKS

BY RuDYARD KlPLING
The Years Between

This, the first bock cf poetry since "The Five Nations." published sixteen years ago;
shows the result of this great writer's mature inspiration on the events of the world as it is.
It has much in it by way of prophecy about Germany, social and political condit ions,.Bolshe-
vism and the romance and philosophy of life as it now exists. Among the forty odd poems
included are "Gethsemane," "Justice," "The Rowers," "A Pilgrim's Way' and
"France."

The first edition of the book in England numbered 100,000 copies and the second will
reach 50,000. Ntt, $1.50: Ierthcr, $2.00. Publication day April 12.

By the Author of
"Elizabeth and Her German

Garden."
Christopher and Columbus

They called themselves Chrirtopher and
Columbus, these twin girls
when they set cut to discover the New
World. Much rollicking fun as these seem-
ing enemy aliens pcquaint themrelvc- - with
America just entering the war. Ntt, $1.60.
(To be published April 17).

Ccrra Harris and
Faith Harris Leech
From Sunup to Sundown

A delightful novel in letters between a
clever mother and her newly married
daughter, who is helping her husband run a
farm along scientific lines. The misgivings
of the mother and the neighbors turn tc ap-
proval when success arrives. Net, $1.50.

William Roscoe Thayer
Volleys from a Noncombatant

S'mec! Jf most brilliant papen ol this
famous essayist, contributed during the
war to "The North American Review,"
"The World's Work," "The Saturday Eve-
ning Post," "The Boston Transcript" and
others. Net $2.00.

James Oliver Curwood
Nomads of the North

Mr. Curwcod's keen insight into animal
nature and human nature makes this ro-
mance of the Northland, built around the
adventures of two orphans of the wild, a
bear cub and a pup, joyful to read. His
best rtory since "Kazan." Net, $1.50.

Brig. -- Gen. A. W. Catlin,
U. S. M. C.
"With the'nelp of God and
a Few Marines"

The author takes you i-- to the very heart
of the Battle of Bellcau V'ood. Says the
Phila. North American of the book: "This
is perhaps the most notable narrative of
warlike exploits available for future
historians." Net, $1.50.

C. H. A. Andre
Above the Battles
(Translated by Mrs. Philip Duncan Wilson.)

In all the mass of war books never have
the wonderful panoramas of sky, peace-
ful countryside or shell tcm No Man's
Land which' pass beneath an aviator's eyes '

been so beautifully and tellingly told.
Net, $1.50.

Christopher Morley
The Haunted Bookshop

All the whimsicality, humcr and literary
earmarks of his first novel, "Parnassus on
Wheels," and the "aliveness" of "Shandy-
gaff" are combined in this story.

A quaintly original ncvel that will meet
with the success ci his tenner, books. Net,
$ 1 .50. To .be published in June.

Arthur H. Pollen,
The British Navy in Battle

England's greatest naval expert tells the
vivid stcry of the British Navy and its
marvelous success in sweeping the enemy
from the high seas. "By far the most im-
portant book that has been written about
the war." "The London Times" Net,
$2.50.

Compiled by 'Matthew Page Andrews
The American's Creed and Its Meaning

A clear statement of our national ideals
and principles, put into book form in re- - .

sponse to many inquiries about this now
famous American document. A book to
read and- - keep.' Net, 75 cents.
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Harry Leon Wilson
Ma Pettenfilll

To all who'have made the acquaintance
of "The Miier"1 in "Ruggles of Red Gap .

and "Somewhere in Red Gap," it will be
more than good news that she is to appear .

again in a book of her very own. 'Nct,$1.50

James Lane Allen
The Emblems of Fidelity
A Comedy In Letters

Many quaint and whimsical situations
are developed before the tnd of this charm-
ing tale (whose sub-titl- e strikes the key-

note) is reached. All the taste and flavor
ofJames Lane Allen at his best. Net, $1.25

Marjorie Benton Cooke
The Cricket

Her many escapades from her fourth '

birthday when she suddenly appeared in '
her birthday clothes 'til that on which she
utterly wrecked a great play will captivate
you with their originality, and her love
affairs are a sheer delight. Net, $1.50.
(To be published April 17.)

Thomas Edward Gibbon
Mexico Under Carranza

To-da- y thousands are starving in Mex-
ico) The Carranza Government has con-
fiscated church and private property of
Americans and Europeans. Promises have
been ignored 250 Americans massacred
without reparation. This book will be of
real help in solving our problem with
Mexico. Net, $1.50. Publication date
April 29th.

Sophie Kerr
The See-sa- w

A dramatic story of the married life of
the Crosseys Marda, lovable and unself-
ish, and Harletb, loving too, but fascinated
by the unscrupulous Leila Templeton, and
how these three manage to arrive at last
at a stage of contentment. Net, $1.50.

Henry B. Beston
Full Speed Ahead

Beston visited the American naval bases
abroad, went to sea on U. S. destroyers and
submarines, and patrolled with the Ameri-
can unit of the Great Fleet. Here is a
vivid picture of the U. S. Navy at work.
Net, $1.50.

Thomas IF. and
Mary E. Hanshew
The Riddle of the Purple Emperor

One mystery fellows hard upon . an-
other, and only the. amazing genius of
Cleek could have unraveled the threads of
crime and intrigue, and of Hindu treachery
surrounding the disappearance of the great
jewel. Net, $1.50.

Sarah Comstock
The Valley of Vision

Was her head stronger than her hearty
this girl who cast convention to the winds
and followed her own ideals on to success?
An intense story of a girl's attempt to
broaden the vision ct a small country town
with romance aplenty. Net, $1.50.

Montfort Robinson
Time Telling Through the Ages

Here is a book that traces the progress of
time telling from the days when the cave
man watching the shadow of a rock knew
it was dinner hour, to the present when a
glance at a delicate wrist watch reveals the

, nearness of a rendezvous. Net, $2.00.
(To be published April 29).

Marcel Nadaud
Birds of a Feather

The airy adventures of four young avia-
tors gay end sentimental, humorous
and tragic. A twentieth century romance
in the best French tradition. The author,
dubbed by Maurice Donnay "the winged
writer," has written several successful

, novels. Net, $1.35.

The Arrow of Gold

By f Joseph Conrad
This is supremely the love, story of a young sea captain and Dona Rita, heiress to ths

huge fortunes ofHenry AHegre, supporter of the Pretender a romance cf Marseilles and tha
Spanish coast laid in the middle seventies when Don Carlos de Bourbon made bis attempt
for the throne of Spain. '"'

It teems with Conrad's personality. '

Never, riot even in "Victory," has Mr. Conrad written a story so direct and moving;
and never has he portrayed either man or woman so fascinating or so elusive as Dona Rita ,
Ntt piice, $1.50; leather, $2.00.H To be pubtisbed.April 12.)

Buy these books from your bookseller
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